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Harwich,  February,  1956. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Health  Authority 


Dear  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 


We  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1955.  This  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  16/55  dated  the  18th  October  1955,  which  requires  that  this  year  there 
should  be  a survey  report. 


The  work  of  the  Port  Health  Services  have  been  maintained  throughout  the  year  without  any  untoward 
incidents.  Similarly  the  work  of  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  continued  as  in  previous  years.  The  statistics 
reveal  that  in  almost  every  section  of  the  work  there  has  been  an  increase. 


The  cordial  relations  between  the  Customs  Department,  the  Immigration  Department,  the  British  Rail- 
ways, the  United  Shipping  Company,  and  the  Zeeland  Shipping  Company  have  been  maintained.  A satis- 
factory liaison  has  also  been  established  with  the  Ministry  of  War  Transport  Officials  controlling  the  BA.O.R. 
Troopship  Service.  Without  such  relationship  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  work  of  the  Port  to  be  carried 
out  in  an  efficient  manner. 

Once  again  it  affords  much  pleasure  to  express  appreciation  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  various 
members  of  the  Staff. 


We  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servants. 


J.  ROLAND  HETHERINGTON, 

Port  Medical  Officer. 

Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens. 

E.  K.  LOMAS, 

Chief  Port  Health  and  Food  Inspector. 
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SECTION  I.  STAFF 


TABLE  A 


Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
Appointment 

Date  of 
Appointment 

Qualifications 

Any  other  appointments  held 

John  Roland 
Hetherington 

Port  Medical  Officer 

1.4.43 

L.R.C.P.  E.  L.R.C.S.  E. 
L.F.R.P.  S.G.  D.P.H. 

M.O.H.  Harwich 
A.C.M.O.  Essex  County  Council 
A.V.D.M.O.  North  East 

Met.  Hospital  Board 

Kieran  Phelan 

Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer 

*1.8.36 

M.B.  B.Ch.  B.A.O.  N.U.I. 

In  General  Practice 

Edmund  Kerry 
Lomas 

Chief  Port  Health  and  Food 
Inspector 

tl.8.23 

Sanitary  Inspectors  Cert. 
Meat  and  Food  Inspectors  Cert. 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute 

Nil 

Norman  Peacock 

Assistant  Port  Health  and 
Food  Inspector 

4.8.35 

Sanitary  Inspectors  Cert. 
Meat  and  Food  Inspectors  Cert. 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute 

Nil 

Rowland 

Willingham 

Assistant  Port  Health  and 
Food  Inspector 

1.6.53 

Sanitary  Inspectors  Cert. 
Meat  and  Food  Inspectors  Cert. 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute 

Nil 

* Temporary  Appointment  17.5.34.  t Chief  Inspector  from  23.11.45. 


Office  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer.  Health  Department,  Main  Road,  Dovercourt. 

Tel.  Harwich  506. 

Office  of  the  Health  Inspector.  Parkeston  Quay.  Tel.  Harwich  656. 


SECTION  II.  AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR 

TABLE  B 


Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number 
By  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 

Inspected 

By  the  Sanitary 
Inspector 

Number  of  Ships 
reported  as  having, 
or  having  had 
during  the  voyage, 
infectious  disease 
on  board 

Foreign  Ports  ... 

2,064 

3,565,809 

82 

306 

13 

Coastwise 

473 

67,886 

— 

165 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

2,537 

3,633,695 

82 

471 

13 

SECTION  ML  CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

TABLE  C 


Inwards  ...  ...  ...  British  ...  ...  175,331 

Aliens  116,894 

292,225 

Outwards  ...  ...  ...  British  ...  ...  182,316 

Aliens  123,208 


305,524 
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CARGO  TRAFFIC.  Principal  IMPORTS. 

Fruit,  Vegetables,  Poultry,  Dairy  Produce,  Preserved  Meats  and  Fruits,  Biscuits,  Bacon,  Cocoa  and 
Chocolate,  Fish  Offals,  Sausages,  Yeast,  Textiles,  Apparel,  Spirits,  Wines,  Paper,  Books,  Motors, 
Machinery,  Animals,  Birds,  Fish  (Live),  Bulbs,  Plants,  Flowers  (Artificial  and  Fresh),  Carpets,  China, 
Furniture,  Electrical  goods  and  apparatus.  Films,  Glass,  Ivory,  Skins  and  Furs,  Fresh  Meat. 
Principal  EXPORTS. 

Animals  (live).  Textiles,  Automobiles,  Machinery,  Leather  (raw  and  manufactured).  Chemical 
preparations.  Fish,  Malt,  Furs,  Furniture,  Paper,  Boots  and  Shoes,  Flardware,  Implements  and  Tools, 
Skins,  Rubber  Tyres,  Tractors,  Carpets,  Books,  Musical  Instruments,  Clothing. 

PRINCIPAL  PORTS  from  which  Ships  arrive. 

Hook  of  Holland,  Rotterdam,  Antwerp,  Zeebrugge,  Esbjerg. 


SECTION  IV 

INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 

There  are  no  Inland  Barges  using  the  port. 


SECTION  V.  WATER  SUPPLY 


(1)  Source  of  Supply 

The  water  to  Harwich  Parkeston  Quay  and  Mistley  districts  and  for  the  shipping  there  is  supplied  by 
the  Tendring  Hundred  Water  Works  Company.  The  water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  boreholes  sited  at 
Lawford  and  Dedham. 

The  water  for  shipping  at  Felixstowe  Dock  is  from  the  private  supply  of  the  Felixstowe  Dock  Company. 
The  source  is  from  a spring  at  Peewit  Hill.  There  is  a chlorination  plant  at  the  storage  reservoir.  This  is 
within  the  area  of  the  Felixstowe  Urban  District.  Liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  that 
District  with  regard  to  control  of  this  supply,  and  bacteriological  tests  have  shown  this  water  to  be  satisfactory. 

(2)  Reports  of  Tests  for  Contamination 

Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  vessels  during  the  year  and  forwarded  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. Both  these  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  were  taken  from  quay  hydrants  suppyling  shipping,  and  forwarded  for  bacteriological 
examination.  These  two  samples  were  also  reported  as  satisfactory. 

The  Shipping  Companies  at  the  Port  are  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  Ministry  of  Transport 
Notice  M.358  regarding  cleansing  of  fresh  water  tanks  on  British-owned  vessels,  i.e.,  tanks  are  cleansed  and 
cement  washed  every  12  months  and  opened  up  six  months  after  this  is  carried  out  and  cleansed  and  if 
necessary  re-cemented.  Records  are  kept,  and  the  work  inspected  by  the  Port  Health  Inspector  before  the 
tanks  are  re-sealed. 

(3)  Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes 

The  supply  hydrants  are  all  built  up  and  supplied  with  covers  to  protect  from  surface  water,  oil  and  dirt. 
Since  the  last  full  report,  the  wooden  quay  at  Parkeston  Quay  has  been  reconstructed  to  concrete. 
During  the  reconstruction,  the  Engineers  on  this  work  were  requested  to  ensure  that  all  hydrants  should  be 
built  up,  provided  with  proper  covers  and  the  chambers  provided  with  drainage  holes.  This  work  was  carried 
out  to  our  satisfaction. 

The  hosepipes  are  cleansed  and  stored  in  special  lockers  after  use,  by  the  watermen. 

(4)  Water  Boats 

The  only  water  boats  in  use  at  this  Port  are  those  used  for  supplying  vessels  of  the  Royal  Navy.  These 
do  not  come  under  the  control  of  this  Authority. 
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SECTION  VI.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1052 

(1)  List  of  Infected  Areas  (Regulation  6) 

A list  is  maintained  of  Ports  and  other  areas  which  are  infected  or  believed  to  be  infected  with  any  of 
the  quarantinable  diseases  (e.g..  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox,  Typhus  or  Relapsing  Fever).  The 
list  is  kept  up  to  date  from  information  contained  in  the  Weekly  Record  of  Quarantinable  Diseases  issued 
by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  contents  of  this  list,  amended  as  may  be  required,  are  supplied  to  the  Chief  Preventive  Officer, 
Harwich  Customs  and  to  the  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector. 

(2)  Radio  Messages 

(a)  As  Harwich  is  not  a Radio  Transmitting  Port  there  is  no  arrangement  for  sending  messages  by  radio 
granting  permission  for  ships  to  enter  the  district. 

(b)  In  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease  or  suspected  Infectious  Disease  or  other  circum- 
stances requiring  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  messages  sent  by  radio  through  North  Foreland 
are  transmitted  to  the  Port  Medical  Officer.  The  action  varies  in  accordance  with  the  nature  of  the 

message. 

(3)  Messages  are  also  received  by  signals  in  accordance  with  Regulation  15  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships) 

Regulations,  1952. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations 

There  is  one  mooring  station  in  the  Port  District.  This  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  a line  drawn  from 
Fagborough  Cliff  to  the  River  Steamers’  Pier,  Harwich,  and  on  the  South  by  a line  drawn  from  Martello 
Tower  to  the  look-out,  Harwich. 

To  this  Station  infected  ships  or  suspected  ships  are  directed  in  accordance  with  Regulations  22-30  of 
the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations.  The  general  procedure  is  fully  known  to  all  the  Pilots  using  the  Port. 

(5)  (a)  Patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  are  accommodated  at  Myland  Hospital,  Colchester. 

(b)  Every  attempt  is  made  to  follow  up  and  deal  with  contacts;  notice  being  sent  if  necessary  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  area  to  which  contacts  are  going. 

(c)  Disinfection  and  cleansing  of  the  affected  portion  of  the  ship  is  carried  out  by  the  Port  Health 
Inspectors.  Disinfection  and  cleansing  of  clothing  and  other  articles  is  carried  out  at  the  Disinfecting 
Station  of  the  Harwich  Borough  Council,  being  used  on  three  occasions  during  1955. 


SECTION  VII.  SMALLPOX 

Cases  of  smallpox  are  sent  to  Myland  Hospital,  Colchester. 

Transport  for  these  cases  is  by  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Essex  County  Council,  the  local  health 
authority.  Steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that  the  ambulance  crew  is  always  fully  protected  by  vaccination. 

Dr.  John  Kershaw,  of  Myland  Hospital,  is  available  as  a Consultant  if  required.  Laboratory  facilities 
for  diagnosis  are  also  available  at  the  same  hospital. 


SECTION  VIII.  VENERAL  DISEASE 


The  Port  Medical  Officer  is  in  charge  of  a Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  V.D.  which  is  held  at  the  Old 
Isolation  Hospital,  Main  Road,  Dovercourt,  at  the  following  times  : 

Monday  9.30-10.00  a.m. 

Wednesday  11.30-  1.00  p.m. 

Thursday  9.30-10.00  a.m. 

and  6.00-  7.00  p.m. 

or  at  other  times  by  appointment. 

Notices  advertising  the  place  and  times  of  Clinic  sessions  are  exhibited  in  suitable  places  and  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  seek  to  ensure  that  the  facilities  are  made  known  to  seamen  using  the  Port. 
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SECTION  IX.  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ON  SHIPS 

TABLE  D 


Number  of  Cases  during  the  year  Number  of  Ships 


Category 

Disease 

Passengers 

Crew 

Concerned 

Cases  loaded  from  ships  from 

foreign  ports  

Chicken-Pox  

1 

- 

1 

Impetigo  

— 

1 

1 

Measles  

2 

— 

2 

Pneumonia  

1 

- 

1 

Scabies  and  Ringworm 

- 

1 

1 

Sonne  Dysentery  

- 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

5 

1 

5 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

- 

1 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on 
ships  from  foreign  ports  but 
have  been  disposed  of  before 

arrival  

— 

— 

- 

_ 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships  ... 

— 

- 

- 

SECTION  X.  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  OCCURENCE  OF  MALARIA  ON  SHIPS 

None. 


SECTION  XI.  MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED  WITH  OR  SUSPECTED  FOR 

PLAGUE 

This  matter  has  not  arisen  nor  is  it  likely  to  occur  in  a Port  almost  entirely  used  as  a Packet  Station. 
Should  the  necessity  arise,  however,  the  measures  laid  down  in  Part  I of  the  4th  Schedule  of  the  Public  Health 
(Ships)  Regulations,  1952,  would  be  put  into  operation  in  so  far  as  applicable. 


SECTION  XII.  MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 

(1)  Procedure  for  Inspection  of  Ships  for  Rats 

The  majority  of  ships  arriving  from  foreign  ports  are  the  regular  vessels  on  the  Continental  and  Danish 
services.  These  vessels  are  regularly  inspected.  The  holds  are  cleaned  out  after  each  voyage,  and  constant 
watch  is  kept  on  holds,  cargoes,  foodstores,  galleys,  etc.,  for  any  evidence  of  infestation.  Members  of  crews 
and  the  men  working  in  the  holds  are  instructed  that  any  signs  of  rats  must  be  reported  to  this  Authority. 
The  class  of  cargoes  carried  and  the  short  voyages  do  not  encourage  rodent  infestation. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  Felixstowe  Dock  and  Mistley  Quay  for  inspection  of  vessels,  warehouses,  etc. 
No  vessels  entered  the  Port  during  the  year  from  Infected  Areas. 

No  rats  were  found  on  any  vessels  in  the  Port  during  the  year. 

The  Port  of  Ipswich  is  not  an  Approved  Port  for  the  issue  of  Deratting  or  Deratting  Exemption 
Certificates  and  applications  were  received  for  the  inspection  of  six  vessels  at  that  Port  for  Certificates  during 
the  year.  One  vessel  was  found  to  be  rat  infested  and  orders  were  issued  for  the  Deratting  of  this  vessel.  The 
other  five  vessels  were  granted  Exemption  Certificates. 

Applications  were  also  received  for  the  inspection  of  three  vessels  at  Hythe  Quay,  Colchester,  for  Certifi- 
cates. These  vessels  were  granted  Exemption  Certificates. 

The  travelling  expenses  for  these  visits  are  paid  by  the  Shipping  Companies  concerned. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of  rodents,  with  special  reference  to 

rodent  plague,  including  the  number  of  rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  this  Authority  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Ipswich 
for  examinations  of  rodents  for  rodent  plague. 

Three  rats  were  sent  to  this  laboratory  during  the  year  for  examinatoin,  and  were  reported  as  Negative. 
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(3)  Arrangements  in  the  District  Cor  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used,  and  if  done  by  a commercial 

contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

All  vessels  with  the  exception  of  one  vessel  at  the  Port  of  Ipswich  which  applied  for  Deratting  Certi- 
ficates during  the  year  were  found  to  be  free  from  rat  infestation  and  were  granted  Exemption  Certificates. 

Small  infestations  can  be  treated  by  this  Authority  by  poisoning,  trapping  or  fumigation  with  sulphur 
di-oxide. 

Small  infestations  on  railway-owned  vessels  can  be  treated  by  their  own  rodent  operators  under  the 
supervision  of  this  Authority. 

Large  infestations  would  be  treated  either  by  fumigation  with  hydrogen  cyanide  or  poisoning  with 
sodium  fluoroacetate  (1080).  This  would  be  carried  out  by  commercial  contractors,  and  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Associated  Fumigators,  Victoria  Dock  Road,  London,  or  Ridpests  Ltd.,  18  Andrew  Street, 
London,  to  carry  out  this  work  if  required. 

In  the  instance  of  the  vessel  at  Ipswich  which  was  deratted,  the  vessel  was  treated  with  ‘1080’  by 
Ridpests,  Ltd.,  326  points  were  laid  in  the  holds  and  storage  accommodation,  and  64  black  rats  were 
recovered,  which  was  regarded  as  very  satisfactory. 

The  British  Transport  Commission  Rodent  Operators  make  regular  visits  to  the  Port  to  carry  out 
treatments  against  rodent  infestation  on  quays,  warehouses,  river  banks,  etc.,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Port  Health  Inspector. 

(4)  Progress  in  Rat-proofing  of  ships. 

Many  of  the  vessels  using  the  Port  are  of  modern  construction,  and  comply  with  the  standards  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Transport.  Foodstores  are  rat-proof,  all  doors  are  tight  fitting,  and  spaces 
around  pipes,  etc.,  and  drainage  holes  in  partitions  or  bulkheads  are  protected  by  expanding  metal  of  fine  mesh 
Openings  to  ventilation  ducts  in  holds,  etc.,  are  similarly  protected.  All  garbage  and  swill  bins  are  of 
metal  and  are  removed  on  arrival  of  vessel  in  port. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951. 

Applications  were  received  from  six  Coastai  Vessels  for  Rodent  Control  Certificates  under  this  Order. 
All  these  vessels  were  found  to  be  free  from  rats  and  mice,  and  were  supplied  with  Certificates. 

One  Colorado  Beetle  was  found  in  the  hold  of  a vessel  on  arrival  from  Belgium.  A thorough  examination 
was  carried  out  on  this  vessel  and  cargo,  but  no  further  specimens  were  found.  The  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  was  informed  of  this. 

TABLE  E 

RODENTS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  5N  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 

Category  Number 

Black  rats  64 

Brown  rats  Nil 

Species  not  known  Nil 

Sent  for  examination  3 

Infected  with  plague  Nil 

TABLE  F 

DERATTING  CERTIFICATES  AND  DERATTING  EXEMPTION  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  FOR  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


No.  of  Deratting  Certificates  issued 

After  Fumigation  with 

Other  Fumigant  After  After 

Number  of 
Deratting 
Exemption 

Total 

H.C.N. 

(state  method) 

Trapping 

Poisoning* 

Total 

Certificates 

issued 

Certificates 

issued 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Sodium 

fluoroacetate 

(1080) 

1 

32 

33 

* State  poisons  used  and  number  of  Certificates  issued  after  each  poison. 
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SECTION  Xin.  INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  NUISANCES 


The  ships  arriving  at  the  Port  from  foreign  ports  consist  mainly  of  regular  vessels  on  the  Continental 
and  Danish  Packet  Services. 

The  majority  of  these  vessels  are  of  modern  construction  with  two  or  four  berth  cabins  for  the  crew 
and  with  excellent  washing,  sanitary  and  messing  accommodation.  It  was  generally  found  that  the  crews 
appreciated  these  conditions  and  maintained  their  quarters  in  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

The  Coastwise  traffic  consisted  mainly  of  sprit  barges  and  small  coasters  trading  to  Felixstowe  Dock 
and  Mistley  Quay.  Most  of  the  sprit  barges  have  now  been  fitted  with  a diesel  engine  and  are  manned 
by  a crew  of  two.  Although  many  of  these  barges  are  very  old  it  was  generally  found  that  the  cabins 
were  kept  in  very  clean  condition. 

Regular  treatment  of  all  Railway  owned  vessels  at  the  Port  against  vermin  infestation  is  carried  out  by 
the  Railway  Infestation  Department  under  the  supervision  of  this  Authority. 

The  defects  and  nuisances  found  on  vessels  during  the  year  were  mainly  of  a minor  character.  These 
were  all  rectified  when  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  owners,  with  the  exception  of  one  vessel  on  which  new 
wash  basins  for  the  crew  were  requested.  The  owners  have  promised  to  have  these  fitted  when  the  vessel 
lays  up  for  survey  early  in  1956. 


TABLE  G 

INSPECTION  AND  NOTICES 


Nature  and  number  of  Inspections 

General  Inspections  471 

Follow-up  and  other  Inspections  ..  104 

Total  575 


Notices  served 

Other 

Statutory  Notices 

Nil  12  Informal 

31  Verbal 

Nil  43 


Result  of  serving  notices 
42  Notices  compliedwith 
1 Notice  in  abeyance 
42  complied  with 


Details  of  Nuisances  and 


Choked  W.Cs.  and  Urinals  4 

Defective  flush  to  W.Cs 4 

Leak  in  deckhead  of  quarters  5 

Food  lockers  required  1 

Leaking  steampipe  in  galley  ...  1 

Galley  preparation  bench  defective  1 

Dirty  galley  1 

Cockroach  infestation  in  quarters  1 

Dirty  foodstores  3 

Defective  ventilation  to  quarters  1 

Delapidated  wash  basins  2 

Defective  waste  pipes  1 


Defects  dealt  with  on  Vessels 

Rat  proofing  to  vent  ducts  in  holds  defective 

Broken  W.C.  Pans  

Leak  in  deckhead  of  galley  

Defective  door  to  W.C.  

Leaking  steam  pipe  in  messroom 

Dirty  Messrooms  

Cockroach  infestation  in  galley 

Flea  infestation  in  quarters  

Defective  ventilation  to  foodstore 

Defective  Refrigerator  

Choked  scuppers  in  wash-place  

Dirty  Holds  


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 


SECTION  XIV.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL  FISH)  REGULATIONS  1934  AND  1948 

There  are  no  shell  fish  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Authority. 

SECTION  XV 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS 
( 1 ) Medical  Inspectors 

J.  Roland  Hetherington 
Keiran  Phelan 

Julius  Levy  

James  Corbett 
John  Neild  Todd 


Warrant  issued 
October  1945 
November  1929 
August  1947 
September  1949 
November  1955 
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(2)  There  are  two  female  attendants,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Ling,  appointed  September  1948,  and  Mrs.  A.  Groves, 
appointed  1st  April  1953. 


(3)  Organisation  of  Work 

The  Medical  Inspectors  work  to  a rota  and  as  far  as  is  possible  meet  all  vessels  carrying  Aliens  on 
arrival  in  Harwich. 

Medical  Examination  of  certain  categories  of  Aliens  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  Instructions 
issued  under  the  Aliens  Order  1953.  The  Attendant  is  present  at  all  medical  examinations.  Where 
necessary  a medical  certificate  is  issued  to  the  Immigration  Officer,  a duplicate  copy  being  sent  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  A new  form  of  certificate  was  introduced  in  April  1955  at  the  same  time  as  a 
revised  set  of  Instructions.  As  a result  while  there  has  been  a slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  Aliens  sub- 
jected to  medical  examination  the  number  of  certificates  issued  shows  a considerable  increase  as  is  shown 
by  the  following  statistics  : — 


No.  of 
Certificates 


Year 

Aliens  Landed 

Aliens  Examined 

Issued 

1950 

98,518 

9,244 

9.4% 

13 

1951 

97,391 

8,121 

8.3% 

12 

1952 

99,487 

6,780 

6.8% 

9 

1953 

103,689 

5,931 

5.7% 

5 

1954 

110,647 

6,747 

6.1% 

6 

1955 

116,894 

6,184 

5.2% 

51 

Number  Certificates 


Analysis  of  Aliens  referred 

Examined 

Issued 

Ministry  of  Labour  permits  (M.L.)  

4919 

3 

Immigrants  without  M.L.  permits  

442 

12 

Others  remaining  more  than  three  months  and  intending  to  take  up  employment 

556 

2 

Students  

55 

- 

Visiting  for  health  reasons  

10 

4 

Appearing  to  the  Immigration  Officer  to  be  : — 

(a)  not  in  robust  health 

64 

16 

(b)  mentally  or  physically  abnormal  or  subnormal 

10 

5 

(c)  bodily  dirty  

— 

- 

(d)  in  need  of  medical  examination  for  other  special  reasons  

115 

8 

Seamen  travelling  as  passengers  

13 

1 

6,184 

51 

10 


(b)  Nationalities 


Passengers  who  were  examined  were  nationals  of  the  following  countries  : 

America 

11 

Iran 

5 

Argentine 

3 

Italy 

14 

Austria 

...  100 

Japan 

1 

Belgium 

7 

Jordan 

1 

Brazil 

1 

Liechenstein 

2 

Czechoslovakia 

17 

Netherlands 

...  1283 

Chile 

1 

Norway 

15 

Colombia 

1 

Paraguay 

1 

Denmark 

...  1352 

Poland 

13 

Ethiopia 

1 

Portugal 

1 

Finland 

57 

Spain 

4 

France 

5 

Sweden 

67 

Goa 

1 

Switzerland 

...  170 

Germany 

...  2979 

Ukraine 

1 

Greece 

17 

Yugoslavia 

2 

Hungary 

1 

Undetermined 

47 

Indonesia  . . . 

3 

(c)  Certificates  issued 

Total  number 

Nature  of  Report  or  Certificate 

of  Reports  and 

Aliens 

Certificates 

Not  Permitted 

issued 

to  land 

A Unsound  mind  or  mentally  defective 

5 

5 

B (1)  Undesirable  for  medical 

reasons  

2 

2 

B (2)  Inability  to  support 

8 

3 

Likely  to  require  medical  treatment  

36 

10 

C Conditionally  landed  for  further  medical  examination 

- 

- 

Totals  51  20 


No.  of  ships  arriving  

No.  of  Aliens  arriving  

No.  of  Aliens  refused  leave  to  land 


1,258 

117,161 

267 


SECTION  XVH.  FOOD  INSPECTION 
Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937-1945 

In  accordance  with  the  powers  contained  in  the  above  Regulations,  all  foodstuffs  landed  at  the  Port 
were  subject  to  routine  inspection.  Quantities  and  descriptions  of  foodstuffs  are  shown  in  Appendix  I.  Food- 
stuffs seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  are  shown  in  Appendix  II. 

Two  instances  occurred  during  the  year  of  meat  produce  arriving  without  approved  official  certifi- 
cates. These  comprised  21  cases  of  Tinned  Meats  from  Yugoslavia,  and  100  cases  of  Tinned  Hams  from 
Germany.  Both  consignments  were  re-exported  to  Country  of  origin. 

The  fresh  meat  traffic  which  re-started  in  1954  continued  throughout  the  year  and  considerable 
quantities  of  fat  and  bobby  calves,  beef  sirloins  and  tenderloins  and  fresh  offals  were  landed.  The  im- 
portation of  fresh  pork  was  re-started  during  the  year  and  consignments  comprising  carcasses,  sides, 
middles,  fillets,  loins  and  hams  were  imported.  Most  of  this  meat  is  from  Holland,  and  was  generally 
found  to  be  of  prime  quality  in  first  class  condition.  It  was  necessary,  however,  to  condemn  1 con- 
tainer of  48  pig  carcasses  for  decomposition.  This  was  thought  to  be  caused  by  packing  a large  number 
of  carcasses  in  the  container  before  the  body  heat  had  passed  out  of  them. 
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Carcasses  of  veal  and  pork  are  generally  carried  in  insulated  containers  containing  dry  ice.  This 
is  a very  satisfactory  method  of  transportation.  In  some  instances,  however,  calves  are  sent  over  in  crates, 
and  considerable  correspondence  was  necessary  before  it  could  be  arranged  that  calves  carried  in  these 
crates  should  be  wrapped  in  muslin,  and  the  tops  and  sides  of  the  crates  covered  with  clean  hessian.  The 
question  of  satisfactory  containers  for  carrying  offals  was  also  taken  up  with  some  of  the  exporters.  Great 
assistance  in  these  matters  was  given  by  the  Agricultural  Attache  at  the  Netherlands  Embassy. 

A consignment  of  1,000  cases  of  Italian  pears  arrived  at  the  Port  showing  evidence  of  contamination 
by  metallic  spray.  A sample  of  the  pears  was  submitted  for  analysis  and  was  reported  as  having  2.0 
p.p.m.  Arsenic,  6.0  p.p.m.  Lead  and  3.0  p.p.m.  Copper,  and  the  Analyst  stated  the  pears  were  not  safe  for 
human  consumption  in  respect  of  arsenic  and  lead  contamination  unless  washed  to  remove  the  surface 
deposit.  The  Health  Authorities  of  the  town  to  which  the  truck  was  consigned  were  notified  and  supplied 
with  a copy  of  the  Analyst’s  report.  A letter  was  received  stating  that  necessary  action  had  been  taken. 
The  Food  Hygiene  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  also  notified  so  that  the  matter  could  be  taken 
up  with  the  Italian  Authorities. 

Two  trucks  of  Italian  cherries  were  found  to  be  affected  by  Cherry  Fly  Maggot.  This  was  confirmed 
by  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Inspectors,  and  the  trucks  were  condemned. 

Several  trucks  of  Italian  plums  were  found  to  be  infected  with  San  Jose  Scale,  a disease  which  affects 
the  skin  of  the  fruit.  This  was  dealt  with  by  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Inspectors,  and  10  trucks  of  plums 
were  re-exported  and  5 trucks  destroyed. 

Shell  fish  comprising  large  quantities  of  mussels  and  oysters  were  again  imported  during  the  vear.  These 
£iave  been  regularly  sampled  to  ensure  that  they  are  up  to  the  bacteriological  standard  for  this  type  of  shell 
fish  which  is  recognised  by  the  Fishmongers  Company,  i.e.,  80%— 100%  clean  and  not  more  than  5 
colonies  B.coli  (faecal  type  I)  per  ml  of  flesh.  1 1 samples  of  Danish  live  mussels  were  submitted,  and  all 
reported  as  satisfactory.  Quite  a large  trade  is  now  carried  on  in  cooked  mussels  in  vinegar.  10  samples 
of  these  were  submitted  and  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Reports  of  foodstuffs  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  are  shown  in  Appendix  III. 

The  foodstuffs  landed  at  the  Port  have  been  of  high  quality  and  in  good  condition. 

Seizures  during  the  year  numbered  1,240,  weighing  22,774  lbs. 


Public  Health  (Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-1948 

Seven  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  under  these  Regulations,  and  submitted  for  analysis. 

Two  samples  of  Italian  bitter  oranges  submitted  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  thiourea  were 
reported  as  negative. 

Samples  of  Dutch  pickled  shrimps  were  reported  as  free  from  preservatives,  and  a sample  of  Dutch 
red  currant  pulp  was  reported  as  containing  1560  p.p.m.  suphur  dioxide,  whereas  the  limit  allowed  by  the 
Regulations  is  1500  p.p.m.  An  undertaking  was  given  by  the  consignee  that  when  this  pulp  was  processed 
for  jam,  the  excess  of  S02  would  be  dispersed  on  boiling.  The  fruit  pulp  was  allowed  to  go  forward,  and 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  of  the  district  where  the  manufacturing  premises  were  situated  were  notified. 


Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926 

No  fresh  milk  or  cream  was  imported  during  the  year  under  these  Regulations. 

Regular  consignments  of  pasteurised  milk  are  imported  from  Holland  for  consumption  by  the  U.S. 
Forces.  5,379  cases  being  imported  during  the  year. 

Foodstuffs  imported  for  U.S.  Forces  are  not  subject  to  the  Food  Regulations  of  this  Country. 
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APPENDIX  I 


SUMMARY 

Bread  Rye  

Butter  

Biscuits  

Bacon  

Bacon  

Beef  Sirloins  

Beef  Tenderloins 

Cheese  

Confectionery  

Chocolate  

Cakes  Spiced  

Coffee  

Cocoa  

Cocoa  Fat  

Caviare  

Eggs  

Custard  Powder 

Fruit  Fresh  

Fruit  Dried  

Fruit  Juice  

Fruit  Pulp  

Fish  Fresh  

Fish  Preserved 

Honey  

Jams  

Lard  

Liver  Paste  

Margarine  

Marzipan  

Mustard  

Offals  Fresh  

Offals  Salted  

Pastry  

Pollards  


Eggs 

Milk 

Cream 


OF  FOODSTUFFS  IMPORTED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


4,885 

cartons 

Poultry  

1,190 

cases 

18,434 

casks 

Potato  Flour 

24 

sacks 

437,281 

tins 

Pumpernickel 

32,556 

cartons 

219 

cases 

Provisions 

470 

cases 

435,224 

sides 

Pork  Carcases 

11,197 

carcases 

97 

cases 

Pork  Sides 

3,017 

sides 

8,359 

cases 

Pork  Fillets 

100 

cases 

313,206 

cases 

Pork  Middles 

5,188 

middles 

1,778 

cases 

Pork  Loins 

2,734 

cases 

2,591 

cases 

Pork  Hams 

512 

hams 

4,090 

cartons 

Pork  Fat  Backs 

60 

cases 

101 

sacks 

Sausages 

35,250 

cases 

981 

cases 

Spices  

60 

cases 

52 

cases 

Salad  Cream 

736 

casks 

91 

cases 

Soup  Powders 

8,168 

cases 

248,594 

cases 

Tinned  Meats 

26,105 

cases 

60 

cases 

Tinned  Fish 

686 

cases 

4,206,919 

packages 

Tinned  Hams 

11,955 

cases 

445 

cases 

Tinned  Ravioli  ... 

1,372 

cases 

150 

cartons 

Tinned  Sausages 

4,676 

cases 

1,150 

casks 

Tinned  Vegetables 

4,080 

cases 

420,174 

cases 

Tinned  Fruit 

514 

cases 

14,806 

cases 

Tinned  Milk 

56 

cases 

5,990 

tins 

Tinned  Soups 

3,200 

cases 

251 

cases 

Tinned  Poultry  ... 

107 

cases 

1,500 

cases 

Tinned  Cream 

100 

cases 

228 

cases 

Vegetables  Fresh 

...  2,996,322 

packages 

790 

cases 

Veal  Carcases 

32,780 

carcases 

2,314 

cases 

Veal  Hindquarters 

1,424 

hinds 

1,025 

cases 

Veal  Heads 

7 

cases 

39,265 

packages 

Wheat  

350 

tons 

253 

casks 

Yeast  

70,449 

cartons 

580 

cartons 

Vegetables  Preserved 

1,139 

cases 

465 

tons 

28,960  tons  of  grain 

was 

landed  by  Coastwise  Vessels. 

IMPORTED  FOR  U.S.  FORCES 

1,353 

cases 

Cheese  

430 

cases 

5,379 

cartons 

Chocolate  Milk  ... 

269 

cases 

297 

cartons 
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APPENDIX  II 


SEIZURES  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPORTED  FOOD)  REGULATIONS,  1937 


Prohibited  Meat  and  Uncertified 

Meat  or  Meat  Products  re-exported  under 

Article 

12  of 

Regulations) 

cwts. 

qtrs. 

lbs. 

Vegetables  : 

Tomatoes  

...  16  trays 

Chicory  

1 carton 

Lettuce  

...  5 crates 

Onions  

3 bags 

4 

2 

6 

Cucumbers 

2 boxes 

Runner  Beans 

...  2 crates 

Fruit : 

Peaches  

...  520  trays 

Cherries  

...  1 354  crates 

Grapes  

5 trays 

Plums  

...  9 chips 

140 

1 

13 

Pears  

...  1 crate 

Apples  

2 cases 

Melons 

9 melons 

Fish  : 

Smelts  

2 cases 

Cooked  Mussels 

18  tins 

10 

1 

13 

Plaice  

11  cases 

Meat : 

Pigs  

48  carcases 

Pork  

1 leg 

60 

2 

8 

Calves  (Bobby) 

1 carcase 

Cheese 

1 carton 

4 

Eggs  

1092  eggs 

1 

1 

7 

Rusks  

1 carton 

10 

Cakes  (fruit) 

2 cakes 

17 

Fruit  Juice  

4 bottles 

2 

Poultry 

2 chickens 

9 

Tinned  Luncheon  Meat 

...  22  cases 

11 

2 

8 

Tinned  Hams 

...  100  cases 

73 

0 

0 

SHIPS  STORES  CERTIFIED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Ox  Liver 
Fish 

Tinned  Meats 


lbs. 

8 

20 

16 


GOODS  IN  TRANSIT  CONDEMNED  AT  REQUEST  OF  BRITISH  RAILWAYS 

144  Pork  Pies  

2 cases  Fish  3 qtrs.  27  lbs. 

1 carton  Yeast  
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APPENDIX  UI 


REPORTS  ON  FOODSTUFFS  FORWARDED  FOR  : 

(A)  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION 


Nature 

County  of 

Purposes  of 

Results 

Remarks 

Bitter  Oranges 

Bitter  Oranges 

Picked  Shrimps 
Picked  Shrimps 

Plum  Pulp 

Origin 

Italy 

Italy 

Holland 

Holland 

Holland 

Examination 
Presence  of  Thiourea 
Presence  of  Thiourea 
Preservatives 
Preservatives 
Preservatives 

No  evidnence  of  Thiourea 
No  evidnence  of  Thiourea 
Nil  Preservatives 

Nil  Preservatives 

S02-  1560  p.p.m. 

Limit  allowed 

by  Regulations,  1500 

Red  Currant  Pulp 

Holland 

Preservatives 

102  - 1 140  p.p.m. 

p.p.m. 

Within  limit 

allowed  by 

Regula- 

Pears 

Italy 

Metallic  Spray 

Arsenic  2.00  p.p.m. 

tions 

Action  taken 

for  cleaning 

of  fruit 

Contamination 

Lead  6.00  p.p.m. 
Copper  3.00  p.p.m. 

before  sale 

(B)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 


Nature 

Number  of 
Samples 
Submitted 

Results 

Remarks 

Danish  Live  Mussels 

11 

80%  - 100%  Clean.  Nil  Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Danish  Cooked  Mussels  in 

Vinegar 

9 

Nil  Faecal  Coli.  Nil  Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Dutch  Cooked  Mussels  in 

Vinegar 

1 

Nil  Faecal  Coli.  Nil  Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Dutch  Oysters 

4 

80%  - 100%  Clean.  Nil  Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Danish  Oysters 

3 

80%  - 100%  Clean.  Nil  Salmonella 

Satisfactory 
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